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In 1977 I reviewed for FEBS Letters the first book 
in the series ‘Topics in Photosynthesis’. I found it to 
be excellent and I expressed the hope that subsequent 
volumes would reach the same high standard. 
After examination of volume 3, I am pleased to 
report that excellence has been maintained. The book 
begins with a chapter by Borisov on ‘Photosynthesising 
Organisms as Converters of Solar Energy’. This is 
followed by an examination of the organisation of 
photosynthetic pigments (Thornber and Barber), elec- 
tron transfer in bacterial reaction centers (Blankenship 
and Parsons), light-dependent effects on model 
membranes containing various photosynthetic mole- 
cules (Tien and Skulachev), bacteriorhodopsin 
(Schreckenbach), furation of chloroplasts as a source 
of hydrogen in vitro (Krasnovsky, Krishna Rao and 
Hall, Hallenbeck and Benemann). Finally, there is a 
chapter on photosynthetic nitrate reduction (Losada 
and Gueriero) . 
Overall, this is an excellent book which can be 
recommended without reservation to research workers. 
It should find a place not only on library shelves but 
also on one’s desk. 
B . Halliwell 
Reviews of Physiology, Biochemistry and Pharmacology, Volume 84 
(formerly Ergebnisse der Physiologie, biologischen Chemie und experimentellen Pharmakologie) 
Edited by R. H. Adrian, E. Helmreich, H. Holzer, R. Jung, 0. Krayer, R. J. Linden, F. Lynen, P. A. Miescher, 
J. Piiper, H. Rasmussen, A. E. Renold, U. Trendelenburg, K. Ullrich, W. Vogt and A. Weber 
Springer-Verlag; Berlin, Heidelberg, New York, 1978 
240 pages. DM 78.00, $39.00 
This volume continues the tradition of the series 
and contains three authoritative and timely reviews. 
Their diversity, however, make it difficult to review 
the book as the reviewer is unlikely to be well aquainted 
with more than one of the subjects treated. 
The first review, of 92 pages including some 500 
references, is on Cellular and Molecular Events in 
the Delayed-Onset Hypersensitivities by H. P. Godfrey 
(New York, USA) and P. G. H. Gell (Birmingham, 
England). After classifying hypersensitivities by mech- 
anism, the review deals in turn with the antibody- 
dependent, basophilassociated type, the macrophage 
cytophilic antibody and antibody-dependent macro- 
phage-associated type, and ‘classic’ delayed hypersen- 
sitivity. Finally there is a section on transfer factor 
that includes some comments on its therapeutic use. 
Certainly this review illuminates and clarifies what is 
an extremely complex field. 
There follows a review by E. Wintersberger (Vienna, 
Austria), 50 pages long containing some 350 refer- 
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